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Record Layout – Check list 
 
 
 

Please submit an ASCII, PIPE-DELIMITED file with the following variables, in the order specified and fill the last 2 columns of the table. 
 
(F=Numeric, A=Alphanumeric) 

 
Var # 

 
Variable Name 

 
Format 

 
Comment 

 
Missing values/ 

Unknown 

 
Collected? 

(Y/N) 

 
Submitted? 

(Y/N) 

1 Patient enumeration - unique number
1
 A10.0  Not allowed Yes Yes�

2 

Tumor sequence number 

A sequential numbering of all multiple 
primary tumors diagnosed over the lifetime of 
a person, indicating their chronological order. 
Code 00 if only 1 primary and 01, 02 etc. for 
multiple tumors. (ENCR standards) 

F2.0  99 Yes Yes�

3 Incidence date (ENCR standards)2 F8.0 DDMMYYYY 99999999 Yes� Yes�
4 Birth date F6.0 MMYYYY 999999 Yes� Yes�

5 Age at diagnosis in years (truncated-
completed year at diagnosis) F3.0  999 Yes� Yes�

6 Sex  
1=Male, 2=Female 

 
F1.0   

9 
Yes� Yes�

7 ICDO-3 Topography
3
 A4 example:C531 Not allowed Yes� Yes�

8 ICDO-3 Morphology
3
 F4.0  Not allowed Yes� Yes�

9 ICD-O-3 Behaviour
3
 F1.0  9 Yes� Yes�

10 Basis of diagnosis (ENCR standards) F1.0  9 Yes� Yes�
11 Grade (ICDO-3)

3
 F1.0  9 Yes� Yes�



 6 

�

 
Var #  

Variable Name 

 
Format 

 
Comment 

 
Missing values/ 

Unknown 

 
Collected? 

(Y/N) 

 
Submitted? 

(Y/N) 

12 

 
Laterality (SEER standard) 
0 = Not a paired site 
1 = Right: origin of primary 
2 = Left: origin of primary 
3 = Unilateral NOS. For in-situ cases, if the 
laterality is unknown or midline, use code 
‘3’. 
4 = Bilateral involvement, lateral origin 
unknown, stated to be a single primary. 
9  = Paired site, but lateral origin unknown; 
midline tumor 

 
 

F1.0 

Never use code 4 
for bilateral 
primaries for 
which separate 
abstracts are 
prepared or for 
bilateral primaries 
where the side is 
known and the 
tumor has spread 
to the other side 
(contralateral 
site). 

9 
 
(If your registry 
was not collecting 
laterality up to a 
certain year, 
please use 0 if the 
tumor was 
diagnosed in a 
non-paired organ 
and 9 if it was 
diagnosed in a 
paired organ) 

Yes� Yes�

13 
Vital status at last contact 
1 = Alive, 2 = Dead 
 

 
F1.0  9 Yes� Yes�

14 

Date of last contact with patient  
Code as date of death, if the patient is 
known to be dead OR as date of last follow-
up -passive or active-, if the patient is 
known to be alive 

 
F8.0 

DDMMYYYY 99999999 Yes� Yes�

15 Date of Death  
F8.0 

DDMMYYYY 
Blank if alive 

99999999 
 Yes� Yes�

16 
Cause of Death 
(Blank if patient alive at last contact 
8888 if death certificate not available) 

 
A4 

ICD-10 
Left justified blank 
filled 

9999 Yes� Yes�

17 Number of days from incidence date to last 
contact (blank if patient alive) 

 
F5.0  99999 Yes� Yes�

18 
Extent of disease: condensed TNM   
(ENCR standard) 
1 = Localized, 2 = Advanced 

 
F1.0 

Code 8 if 
hematopoetic, 
blank if in situ 

9 Yes� Yes�
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Var #  

Variable Name 

 
Format 

 
Comment 

 
Missing values/ 

Unknown 

 
Collected? 

(Y/N) 

 
Submitted? 

(Y/N) 

19 TNM stage Path T 
AJCC/UICC standard – 6th edition 

 
A2 

Upper case, 
alphanumeric, 
left justified, blank 
filled 

TX 
 
88=Not applicable 

Yes� Yes�

20 TNM stage Path N 
AJCC/UICC standard – 6th edition 

 
A2 

Upper case, 
alphanumeric, 
left justified, blank 
filled 

NX 
 
88=Not applicable 

Yes� Yes�

21 TNM stage Path or Clin M  
AJCC/UICC standard – 6th edition 

 
A2 

Upper case, 
alphanumeric, 
left justified, blank 
filled 

MX 
 
88=Not applicable 

Yes� Yes�

22 

Grouped stage 
0 = In situ 
1 = Localized only 
2 = Regional  
3= Distant site(s)/distant node(s) involved 
9 = Unknown if extension or metastasis  

 
F1.0 

Use code 9 for : 
unstaged, 
unknown,  
unspecified, or 
death certificate 
only case 

9 Yes� Yes�

23 
IARC flag – indicator of successful pass 
through ICD-O-3 conversion and edits  
(1=Yes, 2=Yes, after verification, 0=No) 

 
F1.0 

Recode to 1 if 
warnings were 
checked and 
cleared. 

9 (if not run) Yes� Yes�
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Year Sex Age group Population 

1991 1 1 (0-4 yrs) 13000 

1991 1 2 (5-9 yrs) 13500 

………… …….. ……….  

1991 1 18 (85+ yrs) 20374 

1991 1 19 (unknown age) 50 

1991 2 1 (0-4 yrs)  

………… …….. ……….  
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